CHAPTER XVI

THEORY OF TRUSTEESHIP

Suppose I have come by a fair amount of wealth
either *by way of legacy, or by means of trade and in-
dustry, I must know that all that wealth does not belong
to me, what belongs to me is the right to an honourable
livelihood, no better than that enjoyed by millions of
others. The rest of my wealth belongs to the community
and must be used for the welfare of the community. I
enunciated this theory when the Socialist theory was
placed before the country in respect to the possessions
held by zamindars and ruling chiefs. They would do
away with these privileged classes. I want them to out-
grow their greed and sense of possession, and to come
down in spite of their wealth to the level of those who
earn their bread by labour. The labourer has to realize
that the wealthy man is less owner of his wealth than
the labourer is owner of his own, viz. the power to work.

The question how many can be real trustees ac-
cording to this definition is beside the point. If the
theory is true, it is immaterial whether many live up to
it or only one man lives up to it. The question is of
conviction, if you accept the principle of Ahimsa, you
have to strive to live up to it, no matter whether you
succeed or fail. There is nothing in this theory which
can be said to be beyond the grasp of intellect, though
you may say it is difficult of practice.
Harijan, 3-6-'39

You may say that trusteeship is a legal fiction. But
if people meditate over it constantly and try to act up
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